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"This unique collection of short stories celebrates the creative power of imagination. At Hurwitz's

invitation 10 well-known children's authors have written pieces based on a single premise: a young

person finds an empty box among his or her birthday gifts. The enormously varied responses range

in tone from amusing to heartwarmingly sad; all provide food for thought....An excellent surprise

package."--School Library Journal.

Lexile Measure: 830L (What's this?)

Series: Beech Tree Chapter Books

Paperback: 128 pages

Publisher: HarperCollins; Reprint edition (April 24, 1997)

Language: English

ISBN-10: 0688152953

ISBN-13: 978-0688152956

Product Dimensions:  5.2 x 0.3 x 7.6 inches

Shipping Weight: 4 ounces (View shipping rates and policies)

Average Customer Review:  5.0 out of 5 starsÂ Â See all reviewsÂ (4 customer reviews)

Best Sellers Rank: #493,974 in Books (See Top 100 in Books)   #337 inÂ Books > Children's Books

> Holidays & Celebrations > Non-religious   #745 inÂ Books > Children's Books > Literature &

Fiction > Short Story Collections   #24782 inÂ Books > Children's Books > Growing Up & Facts of

Life

Age Range: 8 - 12 years

Grade Level: 3 - 7

In "Birthday Surprises," ten children's fiction authors each tell a story of a birthday celebration,

complete with gifts. What happens when the celebrant receives an empty box as a present? What

can an empty gift box represent? In these charming and imaginative tales, the box might be a:

*Comeuppance for a snooty schoolgirl. *Gift of sky, memories, and love. *Loving representation of

the recipient herself. *Melted gift. *Wonderful technological innovation. *Reminder that things are

rarely the worst they can get. *The one magical gift a little girl has always wanted. *Symbol of faith in

one who seems hopeless. *Lesson about friendship. *Hilarious shipping error.These ten stories,

penned by such amazing authors as Ann M. Martin, Richard Peck, and David A. Adler, among



others, illustrate each author's unique interpretation of the same theme. The stories are intriguing

and engaging, and they evoke a range of emotions that may include both tears and hearty laughs.

This fantastic collection provides some excellent life lessons for the young reader about what is truly

valuable, and what is not.

Many great heartwarming stories packed into one terrific book! These stories make you want to

send a "birthday surprise" of your own to someone very special! This book will surely be on your

shelf for many years. Don't miss the short stories from your favorite authors in Birthday Surprises.

I fell in love with this book when it was named to the Texas Bluebonnet Awards List in 1996-97.

Since then my students have LOVED reading the stories...each of them unique...each with a special

message! What a treasure! It is the perfect motivator for inspiring students to write!

This book contains 10 heartwarming stories. I think that every story has its own perspective of what

life is all about. Some of them make you laugh, and some make you cry. The author of this this book

should pat herself on the back. This is a book that you don't want to miss.
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